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SEEDCO ANNOUNCES FREE “PR 101: DO IT YOURSELF” WORKSHOPS 

FOR LOWER EAST SIDE AND CENTRAL HARLEM

RESTAURATEURS


NEW YORK, September 18, 2006—Seedco, a New York-based nonprofit focusing on the unique needs of small businesses, today announced its first workshop to support small business owners in the restaurant industry on the Lower East Side and Central Harlem.  The workshop, “PR 101: Do It Yourself,” is part of one of Seedco’s Restaurant Initiative, the most comprehensive business assistance packages ever created for Manhattan restaurants, sponsored by the Metlife Foundation.  It is designed to address the various obstacles facing restaurant owners. 

“In many neighborhoods across New York, the restaurant industry is particularly critical to economic vitality,” said Seedco CEO & President Diane Baillargeon. “By offering local restaurateurs workshops that will help them thrive, we will help entire communities.”


The “PR 101: Do It Yourself” workshop will be held from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. on September 18, 2006 at the community center of Lower East Side People’s Mutual Housing Association.  The workshop will feature Seedco’s volunteer expert, Hanna Lee, president and founder of Hanna Lee Communications, Inc., which is specialized in food, wine and hospitality industry public relations.  The same workshop will be held in Central Harlem on September 26 at The Upper Manhattan Empowerment Zone.
“As a small business owner, I completely relate to the challenges that small and emerging restaurants face.  Their margins are thin and most do not have the financial resources to support the hiring of a public relations agency,” said Lee.  “My workshop will provide restaurateurs with insightful tips, so they’ll be able to publicize their restaurants on their own and get the attention they so well deserve from the media.  They’ll learn how to put themselves on the map, without investing a bundle.”
The workshop will cover all the necessary steps for creating “buzz” around a restaurant, its chef, menu and signature dishes.  It will include how to develop key messages, write compelling press materials and cultivate relationships with the media that will ultimately cover the restaurant.

The workshop is part of Seedco’s ambitious Restaurant Initiative that encompasses a wide range of coordinated services including low-interest financing, employee training, linking employees with health and child care, and free-of charge business consultation on how to handle the red-tape involved in operating an eating establishment in the city.  


This kind of package is crucial for New York’s local restaurants, not only because of the sector’s notorious volatility, but also they have long been overlooked by traditional business assistance programs.  New Yorkers may be accustomed to the continual opening and closing of restaurants in their neighborhoods as they struggle to stay afloat, but these businesses have the potential to be far more stable.  That stability would benefit the over 165,000 people employed in the sector and would boost the millions in tax revenue generated for the city annually.  

Seedco is a multifaceted small business assistance organization that operates Manhattan’s Workforce1 Career Center, as well as a capital pool of over $78 million in loans to nonprofits and small businesses through its subsidiary Seedco Financial Services, and administers a range of targeted small business assistance through the Lower Manhattan and Upper Manhattan Business Solutions Centers, in total serving over 35,000 job seekers and 2,500 employers per year.  In addition to these on-going efforts, Seedco has a legacy of targeted small business initiatives.  Its assistance in Lower Manhattan following the September 11th attacks was instrumental in the area’s dramatic recovery, and beginning in March 2006, Seedco began to offer technical and financial assistance to the hundreds of small businesses in Lower Manhattan being displaced by the construction of the Fulton Street transit hub. 
For more information about the workshops please call Seedco at 212-618-8862
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